JAPAN
makes  for  a  cooperative  spirit  and  the geisha
groups are like large families.
"There is no trouble between the house
owners and the girls, and no jealousy between us.
Not in Shimbashi, anyway," said Tsuruko, "be-
cause the girls are high class due to the particular
clientele which comes here*"
< I noticed that the girls were applying modern
lipstick and dark powder to their faces and called
attention to this break with tradition, One
young girl with dimpled cheeks explained that
they always made up naturally when going out in
modern headdress. But why has the old style
lipstick been abandoned, I inquired. "Because
it's not kiss-proof 1" burst out a young lady with
a natural wave which would have been disgrace-
ful in another age. A mischievous smile danced
in her eyes as she giggled.
On a pedestal in the room I noticed a wig and
asked if they used wigs instead of having their
hair dressed. Tsuruko replied that Mr. Kubo
didn't approve of them. In fact, they were strict-
ly against the rules. "But you see, occasionally
we get in a jam. For instance, I rise at nine o'clock
every morning in order to get all my music lessons
in because I don't go to the geisha school. That
means I am not through until four o'clock when t